
APPENDIX 

PRESENTATION 
AND ANALYSIS 

OF SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT DATA 

The purpose of this appendix is to introduce ( I )  techniques used to gnphically 
present and analyze solid waste ~nanagenwnt data, ( 2 )  statistical rneasun-s that 
arc comtnonly used to characterize solid waste collection mtcs, and ( 3 )  gnphi- 
cal procedures that can be used to determine the naturc of a distribution. For a 
more detailed presentation of the fundamentals of statistical analysis, the reader 
is rcferred to Refs. I to 4. 

D-1 GRAPHICAL PRESENTATION 
OF FIELD DATA 

Thc graphical presentation of' observed field data can be used to depict and idcn- 
t ify trends in the data. Kfl7e series and histogram or frequency plots arc used 
extensively for the presentation and analysis of such data. 

Time Series 

Observations that are arranged in the order of their occurrence in time are often 
called time series. By plotting the observed values versus time. it is often possible 
to establish trends, cycles or periodicities, and fluctuations that may be of value 
in understanding the basic nature of the phenomenon under evaluation. 

Description of Trends, Cycles, and Fluctuations. The word trend is used 
to describe a relatively long-term tendency for field observations to increase or 


























