
CHAPTER 

SOURCES, 
TYPES, AND 

COMPOSITION 
OF MUNICIPAL 

SOLID WASTES 

Solid wastes include all solid or semiso!id materials that the possessor no longer.' 
considers of sufficient value to retain. The management of tl~cse waste materi- 
als is the fundamental concern of al] the activities encompassed in solid waste 
managcmcnt-whether the plirnning lcwl is local, regional or subregional, or state 
and fedcrd. For this reason, it is important to know as much about municipal solid 
waste (MSW) as possible. Important questions that must be answered include the 
following [ S ] :  

1. What types and quantities of MSW will be rcczived? 
2. At what rates will these types arrive? 
3. What types and quantities of materials have already been removed for reuse 

and recycling? 
4. What properties does MSW have as i t  is received'? 
5. How do the properties of MSW vary: hourly, daily, weekly, and seasonally? 
6. How do the properties of MSW change during processing? 
7. How can the properties of MSW be changed during processing? 
8. What are the properties of MSW that are of economic value? 
9. What unwieldy or hazardous objects must be removed? 

10. What contaminants should be removed? 




























































