
CHAPTER 

WASTE HANDLING 
AND SEPARATION, 

STORAGE, AND 
PROCESSING 

AT THE SOURCE 

The handling and separation, storage, and processing of solid wastes at the source 
before they are collected is the second of the six functional elements in the solid 
waste management system. Because this element can have a significant effect 
on the characteristics of the waste, on subsequent functional elements, on public 
health, and on public attitudes concerning the operation of the waste management 
system, it is important to understand what this element involves. This chapter 
includes a description and discussion of the handling and separation, storage, and 
processing of waste materials at the source, with particular emphasis on residential 
sources of waste generation. Processing at the source may take place at any time 
before collection (before, during, or after storage) and is, therefore, discussed as 
appropriate throughout the chapter. (The handling and storage of hazardous wastes 
at the source was discussed in Chapter 5.) 

7-1 HANDLING AND SEPARATION 
OF SOLID WASTE AT THE SOURCE 

The handling and separation of solid wastes at the source before they are col- 
lected is a critical step in the management of residential solid waste. Because 
waste diversion has been mandated by law in a number of states, the separation of 
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